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Let us now offer a meditation about another ancient prayer in honour of the Virgin Mary: “Alma Redemptoris Mater” – Loving Mother of the Redeemer”, that thus says: “Alma Redemptoris Mater, quae pervia coeli porta manes, et stella maris, succurre cadenti, surgere qui curat, populo. Tu quae genuisti, natura mirante, tuum sanctum Genitorem, Virgo prius ac posterius, Gabrielis ab ore sumens illud Ave, peccatorum miserere” (“Loving mother of the Redeemer, gate of heaven, star of the sea, assist your people who have fallen yet strive to rise again. To the wonderment of nature you bore your Creator, Yet remained a virgin after as before. You who received Gabriel's joyful greeting, have pity on us poor sinners.” In the old prayers there is a constant fact: first one announces who the One to whom one is about to turn is and only in the end one presents the request. Who is the One to whom we want to raise our supplication, to turn our prayer? Certainly She is not one of the many saints who are in Heaven, one of the many thousands and thousands friends of God who dwell in his Paradise. Neither is She a person of our earth, even if high, noble, raised. She is more than a queen, more than an empress, more than any other title the man might invent to satisfy his thirst for glory and power. The title that today is given to the Virgin Mary is simply wondrous: “Loving Mother of the Redeemer.” It is a unique title. It belongs to Her only. Not other woman might ever have it. There are no other true Redeemers and consequently there will never be any other true Mothers of the Redeemer. The Virgin Mary adds another title to this one: that of her holiness, unique as well, not sharable as well. No other one, neither man, nor woman, might ever achieve the holiness of the Mother of the Redeemer.
To enter, at least a little, the greatness of this title we must know who the Redeemer of whom She is Mother is. The Redeemer is the Only Begotten Son of the Father, his Eternal Word. Here is who the Redeemer is: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came to be through him, and without him nothing came to be. What came to be through him was life, and this life was the light of the human race; the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world came to be through him, but the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, but his own people did not accept him. But to those who did accept him he gave power to become children of God, to those who believe in his name, who were born not by natural generation nor by human choice nor by a man's decision but of God. And the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us, and we saw his glory, the glory as of the Father's only Son, full of grace and truth. From his fullness we have all received, grace in place of grace, because while the law was given through Moses, grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. The only Son, God, who is at the Father's side, has revealed him.” (Cf Jn 1,1-18). The Redeemer is God and Mary is the Holy Mother of God who was made flesh in her womb. A greater glory than that has never existed before and will never exist after it. This glory belongs to Her alone, to the Virgin Mary.
Having to conceive such a holy life, the human life of the Son of the Most High, having the most holy Word of the Father to be born of Her as true man, an ordinary holiness did not suit Mary, like that of all the other saints who are before God in his Heaven. She must have been given a most high holiness, almost equal to that of the Son that She had to make. Thus Mary gives her Son her most pure flesh. The Son gives his Mother his eternal Holiness. The mother makes the Son in the flesh. The Son makes the Mother in the divine grace. In this wondrous exchange of life, they enrich each other in what they do not have. The Virgin Mary does not have the divine holiness by nature. The Only Begotten Son of the Father does not have the human nature by nature. He must take it entirely from his Mother that He has made most holy. One only holiness: that of the Son is of the Mother. One only flesh: that of the Mother is of the Son. This is the greatest exchange occurred between the Creator and the Creature. Before such a great, sublime height, might there ever be something that the Virgin Mary cannot obtain for us? Might there any grace so powerful to be denied to Her by her Son, since the Son has placed all things in his Mother’s hands? Approaching the Virgin Mary with this richness of faith, we can turn to Her any prayer in the certitude that She will listen to it, She will fulfil it, She will grant it immediately.  
It is with this richness of faith that today we want to show Her our miserable condition or the deep gulf in which the Gospel of her Son has precipitated, dragging the divine and eternal Truth of the Father and of the Incarnated Word and of the Holy Spirit in it and cancelling it from many hearts; the divine and eternal truth according to which the man was made in image and likeness of his God and Lord; the divine and ternal truth from which You, too, Holy Mother, was thought before the creation itself of the world to be the Mother of the Only Begotten Son of the Father. In this abyss every other truth has fallen, including the truth of the Church and of many ministers of the Word. Many of them are no longer those who, consecrated in Christ Jesus, are constituted for the forgiveness of the sins, creating the new creature in the Holy Spirit and in the water of the Baptism. Many are those who have fallen in this abyss in which every truth is destroyed. Many have turned themselves into ministers of Satan ready to bless the sin, instead of removing it. There is no greater betrayal and denial, perpetrated against Jesus the Lord and his cross, on which, in his body, He has nailed the sin and made it die. Mother of Redemption, through your sublime mystery of Loving Mother of the Redeemer, intervene before your Son. If You and He do not descend soon and do not draw out every divine and eternal truth from this satanic abyss, the hellish darkness will cover our earth. No divine and eternal truth will no longer be saved.


